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A science briefing on the potential of natural infrastructure to enhance the 
resilience of our nation’s coasts
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When	
  Hurricane	
  Sandy	
  devastated	
  the	
  eastern	
  seaboard	
  in	
  October	
  2012,	
  we	
  were	
  reminded	
  just	
  how	
  vulnerable	
  
our	
  Na)on’s	
  infrastructure	
  and	
  coastal	
  communi)es	
  could	
  be.	
  We	
  were	
  reminded	
  of	
  it	
  again	
  just	
  last	
  week,	
  as	
  
South	
  Carolina	
  experienced	
  historic	
  flooding	
  and	
  unprecedented	
  impacts	
  on	
  vital	
  infrastructure,	
  such	
  as	
  roads	
  and	
  
municipal	
  water	
  supplies.	
  	
  

At	
  this	
  briefing,	
  a	
  panel	
  of	
  scien)sts	
  explore	
  how	
  nature	
  infrastructure	
  can	
  be	
  used	
  to	
  enhance	
  the	
  protec)on	
  and	
  
resilience	
  of	
  our	
  coasts	
  and	
  coastal	
  communi)es.	
  	
  The	
  panelists	
  will	
  discuss	
  frameworks	
  for	
  evalua)ng	
  the	
  costs	
  and	
  
benefits	
  of	
  a	
  natural	
  infrastructure	
  approach,	
  including	
  considera)on	
  of	
  up-­‐front	
  costs	
  versus	
  long-­‐term	
  
maintenance.	
  A	
  case	
  study	
  from	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  City	
  area	
  will	
  serve	
  as	
  a	
  star)ng	
  point	
  for	
  discussion	
  of	
  the	
  role	
  and	
  
u)lity	
  of	
  natural	
  infrastructure	
  in	
  other	
  areas	
  of	
  the	
  country	
  such	
  as	
  the	
  Gulf	
  of	
  Mexico,	
  the	
  west	
  coast,	
  and	
  New	
  
England.	
  A	
  lively	
  discussion	
  moderated	
  by	
  Science	
  Magazine’s	
  Deputy	
  News	
  Editor	
  David	
  Malakoff	
  will	
  follow	
  to	
  
explore	
  the	
  nexus	
  of	
  science,	
  policy	
  and	
  management.	
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